





gremc Modestly Green

or The Flavor of Dust

From time to time new paint tools pop up that make that features no waste whatsoever and requires no electricity:
painters’ lives easier and help us to produce quality workthe Wooster Dust Eater. There are so many flavors of dust.
more efficiently. Sometimes tools can have a significantOn jobs, we see drywall dust, sawdust, tile and grout dust,
Green component, even if they arent marketed as Green. Inand sometimes even stone dust landing on our surfaces.
this economy, paint dealers may want to consider displayingNot to mention just the plain garden variety dust bunnies,
incentive packages of multiple tools that together promote cobwebs and animal hair that linger in most houses.
efficiency and sustainability in the field. We even create our own dust with filling, patching and

Most paint manufacturers’ application specifications call sanding. The Dust Eater also attaches to extension poles
for surfaces that are clean and dust free. The first thing and is quick and easy to use. It has a specially treated yarn-
that's necessary to achieve this goal is propeilike material that attracts and holds dust. The triangular
jobsite lighting. Secondly, painters must shape and swivel base make it easy to navigate in corners
constantly sand and clean in between coatsand tight spots, while the 16" size helps painters make short
on walls and ceilings. For many years, my work of cleaning large surfaces. This tool requires nothing
company experimented with different ways but human energy to operate and only needs to be shaken
to achieve clean, smooth and well-lit surfaces out after use.
in our workspaces. This past year, we finally  The only sales obstacle you are likely to encounter with
hit on the right combination. new tools like these is the misperception that they are just

Our lighting had historically been the gimmicky new offerings from manufacturers. Nothing
. e classic energy-sucking 500-watt halogen could be further from the truth. Each has a price point that

ALl : work lights. We were never thoroughly has delivered more bang for the buck than my company
pleased with halogen lights because theycould possibly have expected. In fact, we now own three of

generate enough heat to qualify as a fire the lights, and two each of the sanders and dusters.

hazard, they have too much glare, and the bulbs are tem- With fewer visual imperfections in our finished surfaces,
perature sensitive. The solution turned out to be an 84-watt we find ourselves repairing and recoating less often. By
tripod fluorescent work light, like the one made by Husky. getting it right the first time, we're more efficient in both
This light collapses and folds up for compact and protected labor and materials. The end result is that we have the right
transport, and when you set it in the center of a room, it tools to produce clean finishes the first time around.
provides 360 degree illumination. Interior painters need  None of these tools is specifically marketed by its manu-
improved light conditions just about everyday. The use of facturer as being Green—just practical, convenient and
one 84-watt light instead of multiple 500s just makes sensefunctional. For your contractor clients, though, a series of
and over time is the more cost-effective solution. small tool upgrades can have a very Green cumulative effect,

For sanding we used the conventional rectangular poleas well as a positive impact on efficiency and profitability.
sander, which used too much sheet sand paper and had
a history of flipping over and gouging walls—leading to Editors Note: Products mentioned in this article do not
cosmetic repairs. The solution to this problem is a sanding constitute endorsementThe Paint Dealer. Contact
tool like the Radius 360° from Full Circle International. Scott at topcoatvt@comcasts.net. Scott is president of Topcoal
This tool allows circular mobility, easy change of direction, Finishes, Jericho VT.
has hook and loop sanding
discs and attaches to any
extension pole. No more
time spent cutting up sheets
of sandpaper and damaging
walls during the sanding
process. The Radius actu-
ally makes it fun!

Cleaning is the final prep
step. We tried everything
from Swiffer-type tools to
vacuums with special attach-
ments. This year, we dis-
covered a new cleaning tool laaefWd 6gef 7Sfwd :gelk fd[baV DSV[ge % (™ ES'VWd
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Spring Cosmos

Paint designed to protect the places our colors are named after...
not destroy them.
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For more information or to locate a retailer near you, visit us at www.americanpridepaint.com



